Effects of oral pentaerythritol tetranitrate in cardiac failure and angina pectoris. Assessment by hemodynamic measurement and exercise capacity.
Oral pentaerythritol tetranitrate produces sustained beneficial hemodynamic effects in patients with cardiac failure of varied etiology. The principle action is a reduction of elevated left ventricular filling pressure. In a small group of angina patients, the oral nitrate in high dosage resulted in considerable increase in angina-limited exercise capacity compared to placebo for four hours following drug administration. No side effects were associated with ingestion of pentaerythritol tetranitrate in these investigations.